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PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

T0: H. V. BRADLEY - WASHINGTON WORKS
H. D. RAMSEY - WASHINGTON WORKS
R. D. LANYON -- HASHINGTON WORKS

FROM: H. A. SMITH g '

WASHINGTON WORKS
CANCER INCIDENCE AND OVERALL MORTALITY RATES

The Corporate Epidemiology Section has just completed an update and
review of cancer incidence rates among employees and overall mortality rates
among employees and pensioners, including all data through 1987. The basis for
comparison is the experience of the entire Du Pont Company. Tables for your
site are attached.

This information should be reviewed by your site medical personnel.
There is always a chance there could be a question about the numbers in a
specific grouping and sometimes our vecords show the final cause of death and
not the primary cause of death. If there are any questions, please contact me
so we can Keep the records straight.

This information is part of our ongoing program to monitor employee
health. 1It’s another tool to help us do our job and, as such, can be used in
any way you see fit. It is not the type of thing you would add to the annual
communication 1ist or, except in some very special circumstance, use for a
special employee communication. This report issues every several years because
this type of data has no real meaning for year-to-year trends. In fact, this
jnformation seldom stands alone - it’s usually used in conjunction with other
studies (e.g., animal) or to point out an area deserving of a closer Took.

Site statistics involve very small numbers, and trying to follow up and explain
a small number of cases is exceedingly frustrating because chance plays the
biggest role. When you break the data into very small groupings, sooner or

1atgr you are going to have a case versus a very small fractional expected
number.

BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING
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H. V. BRADLEY, ET AL -2- December 14, 1989

SUMMARY OF DATA

Cancer Incidence

No statistically significant excess was abserved in the overall cancer
experience of employees at this Tocation from 1956-1987.. There was, however, a
statistically significant excess of cancers of the buccal cavity and pharynx
among male wage (8 cases and 2.6 expected) and all male employees. This
elevation was reported in the 1956-1983 surveillance and one case has occurred
since that time. There was also a statistically significant excess of kidney
and other urinary cancers among male salary (5 cases versus 1.8 expected) and
all male employees (8 cases vensus 3.8 expected). This excess was not present
during 1956-1983. Three cases have been diagnosed during 1984-1987 and 1.1
would be expected averall. A bladder cancer excess among male wage employees

.was also statistically significant (8 cases versus 4.0 expected). No elevation

was reported during the earlier surveillance, Three bladder cancer cases were
reported during 1984-1987; two of these were initially diagnosed in 1976. An
additional new finding was a statistically significant elevation in multiple
myeloma among all men (4 observed versus 1.4 expected). Again, three cases
were diagnosed during 1984-1987 and 0.5 would be expected. No statistically
significant deficits were observed in the overall or site-specific cancer
experience of employees at Washington Works during 1956- 1987 Cancer
experience among female employees was not unusual.

Morta1itx_

Statistically significant deficits were observed in the overall
mortality experience of male wage and all male empioyees at this location from
1957-1987. There was also a statistically significant deficit of deaths from
cerebrovascular disease among male wage employees (5 deaths versus 11.1
expected). Significant deficits were seen among all male employees for suicide
(3 observed versus 10.1 expected) and "other" accidents {6 observed versus 12.1

expected). No unusual patterns were seen in the mortality tables for female
employees.

HAS/is
Attachment
B:19 #7-10
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